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The Eucharistic Prayer begins with a dialogue between the priest and the people.  When we 
begin to follow the New Roman Missal, the opening dialogue with the priest will have a few 
changes.   First, as in other parts of the new liturgy, when the priest says, “The Lord be with you,” 
we will respond, not with “And also with you,” but rather, we will respond, “And with your spirit.”  
Then the priest, as usual, will say, “Lift up your hearts,” and we, as usual, will respond, “We lift 
them up to the Lord.” 
 
Next will come another change on the part of the people.  When the priest says, “Let us give 
thanks to the Lord our God,” rather than respond, “It is right to give him thanks and praise,” we 
will merely respond, “It is right and just.”  This will be much closer to the original Latin – just a 
declarative statement without explanation. 
 
Such a response will provide a more natural bridge to the Preface that follows, when the priest 
begins the Preface with, “It is truly right and just.” 
 
Later, just before the distribution of Communion, instead of saying, “This is the Lamb of God,” the 
priest will say, “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb,” which is based on the Book of Revelation 
19:9, and our new response will be, “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.”  This response is based on Matthew 
8:8 – when Jesus told the centurion that he would come to his home to heal his servant, and the 
centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof, only say the word and 
my servant will be healed.” 

 


